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Course Description

Geometry at the high school level is completely different from other mathematics courses you have experienced. For the first time in your mathematics education, logic and reasoning will be a continuous theme. It is not enough to think something is true, you must prove it! In addition to the institution of logic and proof, Geometry allows students to consider mathematics in a more readily contextualized environment. Triangles can be found outside of Geometry textbooks as well! This course will focus on logic and its role in constructing and proving theorems in Geometry. In addition, students will apply geometric methods to solve problems involving a multitude of figures.

Course Objectives

The major objectives of the course are best described by the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics.

Students will…

· Analyze characteristics and properties of two- and three-dimensional geometric shapes and develop mathematical arguments about geometric relationships
· Specify locations and describe spatial relationships using coordinate geometry and other representational systems
· Apply transformations and use symmetry to analyze mathematical situations
· Use visualization, spatial reasoning, and geometric modeling to solve problems


Assignments

Classroom Participation:	Each student will start each week with 15 out of 20 participation points. Throughout the week students will either earn additional points or lose points based on their participation. Participation can take several different forms. Many students do not like raising their hands and speaking in front of the class; this is not the only way to earn participation points. Students can earn additional participation points by going above and beyond the minimum requirements on homework, class work and tests. In addition, students who seek help outside of class are likely to earn additional participation points. 

Attendance:	As well as students may perform when present, attending class regularly is important. Students will earn 1 point for attending class during a traditional schedule (Monday) and 2 points for each even/odd day. During a full week, students can earn a maximum attendance score of 5 out of 5. Each week students will earn an attendance score. 
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Tests/Exams:	Students will take a number of exams throughout the course of the year. The final exam for each semester will count the same as chapter tests. At the teacher’s discretion, students will have the opportunity to rework specific sections of or entire chapter tests. This re-take is never done during class and students should not assume this opportunity will always be available.

Homework/Quiz	A majority of the work done during class time is completed in small groups or pairs; therefore, homework is essential because it allows students to independently practice the skills introduced during class. A student’s homework grade is determined by the completion of the assignment and the score earned on a brief quiz at the beginning of class. The questions on the quiz are typically identical or similar to those from the homework and students may use their homework to complete the quiz. Completed homework is worth 3 points and the quiz is worth 6 points.
Grading

Classroom Participation:	20%			A	90% - 100%
Attendance:			20%			B	80% - 89%
Test/Exams:			30%			C	70% - 79%
Homework/Quiz:		30%			D	60% - 69%
				F	0%   - 59% 


Classroom Policies

Classroom Rules

1. Follow Directions.
2. Keep your hands and feet to yourself.
3. No shouting or other disruptive noises.
4. Be in your assigned seat when class begins.

Consequences (The Good)

Students can earn a variety of privileges as a result of following the direction and working hard during class. These privileges include but are not limited to:

· Gaining Participation Points
· Homework Skips (including the quiz)
· Question skips on a test
· Ability to redo test questions
· Ability to retake homework quizzes
· Preferential seating

Consequences	(The Bad)

The entire disciplinary process, including consequences, can be found at the Roosevelt High School website or can be picked up at the main office. The shortened version goes like this. Minor classroom infractions such as tardiness, lack of materials, lack of effort, failure to complete homework and cell phone use during class will result in a “step.” Each step a student receives for minor infractions results in an increasingly severe consequence. These consequences will be discussed with students the first day of school and any students who receive a “step.” Students are typically warned about their behavior before earning a “step.”

Major infractions, such as direct defiance “I’m not doing what you say,” fighting, theft and profanity/threats directed toward students or staff will result in direct referrals to the vice-principal. These referrals will result in a parent/guardian being contacted.

